MID STATE FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
FOOTBALL BY-LAWS
Revised 5/6/09
SCHEDULING
1. It is recommended that member schools that field freshman football teams play their games on Fridays, unless mutually agreed upon to do otherwise.

2. Member schools that field junior varsity football teams shall play their games on Mondays unless mutually agreed upon to do otherwise.

3. Freshman and junior varsity games shall be played at the opposite site of the varsity game.

4. When freshman and junior varsity games are played consecutively on Mondays, the junior varsity game shall be played first.

5. Sophomore games shall be scheduled independently within the league.
6. All levels Varsity, JV, and Freshman will wear the same color jerseys no matter Home or Away
7. Starting time for Friday night games is 7:00pm. Starting time for Saturday games is 1:00pm unless mutually agreed upon except for the dates when the PSAT /SAT tests are administered. The testing dates usually fall on the 5th and 7th games during the season. On these dates the starting time is 2:00pm. Any other starting time is based upon mutual agreement between competing schools.

POSTPONEMENTS
8. The procedure on postponed games shall be as follows:

· The contract should be honored for the specific time of day or evening that the game was to be played.

· A game postponed from Friday shall be rescheduled for Saturday if available.

· A Friday or Saturday game may be scheduled on Sunday, if available, and allowed by both BOE.

· All games shall be played at 2pm or later

9. In the event a game is to be scheduled for Sunday, it shall start no earlier than 2pm.

10. If a team or teams are involved in the NJSIAA football playoffs, the scheduled Thanksgiving Day game shall be moved to the Saturday following Thanksgiving unless mutually agreed upon.

PRACTICES, SCRIMMAGES AND FILM EXCHANGE
11. It is recommended that all schools follow the Pre-season Practice Guidelines for Fall Sports  set  by the NJSIAA for 2 on 1 practice sessions during the summer.

12. In a game type scrimmage, it is recommended that there be a full complement of officials.

13. It is recommended that game film to be exchanged be recorded on DVD. Two games shall be traded with the receiving school having the choice of games that they would like to obtain. It is not necessary to return the DVD. Week 1 opponents shall receive a recording of the most recent scrimmage. Week 2 opponents shall receive a recording of the most recent scrimmage and the Week 1 game. In instances where one team of Week 2 opponents does not play Week 1, that school shall provide a recording of its two most recent scrimmages in exchange for the most recent scrimmage and Week 1 game.

14. The exchange of game film shall be done within 24 hours of the completion of the last game played by either opponent.

15. The last scrimmage for each team may be scouted and/or video scouted by all schools within the conference.  
ADD: (No school when scouting an opponent shall use a telescopic tripod or video in either end zone )
16. Rosters are to be sent to all member schools by September 1st, and should include the following: captains, players names, number, class, height, weight, names of school staff and administration.

GAME PROCEDURES
17. The Home school shall provide an equitable vantage point in the press box for a cameraman and 2 visiting coaches and a blackboard, chalk (or whiteboard and marker) and eraser for the visiting team to use at pregame and halftime.

18. All coaching staff must be within the parameter of the coaching box whether on the field or in the bleachers    i.e. no use of end zone lift for coaches.
19. There will be a minimum of 5 carded officials for each varsity game and a carded official on the scoreboard clock. 

20. It is recommended (Mandatory) that the home school has a physician on the field during all varsity games.

21. It is recommended that a qualified medical person (EMT or ATC certified trainer) be present at all sub-varsity interscholastic football games.

22. Visiting teams and officials are to be notified of any special activities being held at the game that may interfere with normal pre-game or halftime schedules ( Homecoming , Senior Night, etc ) Every possible attempt should be made to limit extensions  to no more than 5 minutes.

Pre- game Regulations
A. Teams must leave the field 25 minutes prior to game time.

B. The visiting band will have the field 12 minutes before game time.

C. It is recommended the home band perform the National Anthem from the bleachers. 

D. The band must be off the field before kickoff time.

E. Teams will return to the field 5 minutes before kickoff time.

Halftime Regulations

A. There will be 15 minutes for the half. The scoreboard clock is set to 

15 minutes and started as soon as both teams have left the field.

B. The home band will have 12 minutes to perform at halftime.

C. The field must be cleared 3 minutes before the start of the second half.

POST SEASON

23. The coaches’ post season meeting shall be held on the Monday following the final NJSIAA playoff game.
24. Guidelines for All-Conference Selection shall be as follows:

· 1st team – 15 players + 1
    ( number of players equal the number of wins           
       in a division times 2 )

· 2nd team – 12 players           ( exact number of wins equal the number of 

        players)
· Honorable Mention shall be limited to a maximum of one (1) player per school.

FOR THE 2009 FOOTBALL SEASON ONLY - ALL DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIPS WILL BE DETERMINED BY A  9 GAME WINNING PERCENTAGE.

IN THE EVENT OF A TIE, HEAD TO HEAD COMPETITION WILL DETERMINE THE CHAMPION.

 IN THE EVENT SCHOOLS DO NOT MEET HEAD TO HEAD, CO-CHAMPIONS WILL BE DECLARED  
